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Photos of the month  
Welcome to the Northumberland Line 
newsletter. This is the first edition of a 
new monthly newsletter, which aims to 
give you an overview of upcoming site 
work, as well as letting you know about 
key project milestones.  
 

From next month, this newsletter will 
be going online – if you would like to 
join the mailing list to receive future 
editions, please sign up at 
nland.cc/signup. If you would like to 
keep receiving hard copies, please let 
us know by calling 0345 600 6400 or 
emailing 
rail@northumberland.gov.uk. 
 

Alternatively, scan the QR code below 
to sign-up to receive the digital 
newsletter. 

 

 
 

Aerial view of the archaeological findings at 
Newsham 
 

 
 

Archaeologists on site at Newsham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local schoolchildren getting a first glimpse of 
the train line on a special service 

 
Scan below to receive digital copies 
of the newsletter 
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The Northumberland Line will bring passenger trains back into service between 
Ashington and Newcastle. It will provide six new stations at Ashington, Blyth 
Bebside, Bedlington, Newsham, Seaton Delaval and Northumberland Park, with 
journeys between Newcastle and Ashington taking about 35 minutes with no 
need to change trains. Trains will run around half-hourly. Alternatively, you can 
switch from the Northumberland Line at Northumberland Park to Tyne and Wear 
METRO for onward journeys to the Airport, Tynemouth and South Shields. 
 

The freight trains that currently use the railway will still be able to do so, 
helping support the economic aspirations of both Lynemouth Power Station and 
the Port of Blyth. 
 

What is the 
Northumberland Line? 



  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What’s happened so far? 
 

With main construction works due to 
start later this year, enabling works 
for the project are well underway, as 
well as upgrades to the track itself.  
 

Below you will find a summary of 
some of the key activities we’ve been 
undertaking to prepare for 
construction, and the opening of the 
line.  
 

- Northern have run trial services 
along parts of the route, to help 
familiarise drivers in advance of the 
line opening. 
 

- Archaeologists have unearthed Iron 
Age finds at the future site of 
Newsham station. 
 

- Two new underpasses have been 
constructed in the Backworth area. 
 

- Over 15 km of track has been 
renewed at various locations along 
the railway, over the last 14 
months. 
 

- Two phases of ground 
investigations have been 
completed, at sites along the route. 
 

- A number of compounds have been 
set up to support the works, with 
access created where needed. More 
compounds will be established as 
main construction works begin. 
 

- Vegetation has been cleared around 
construction sites. 

What’s happening next? 
 

As we gear up for further construction, we 
will be hosting drop-in information events 
at each of the station sites with our 
principal contractor Morgan Sindall. These 
events will give you a chance to ask 
questions about the scheme and 
construction. Details of the sessions will 
be included in future newsletters.  
 

In addition, the remaining track 
improvement work will be completed over 
the next 12 months, connecting the 
existing line into the new stations. Level 
crossing upgrades will also start later this 
year, modernising them to link into new 
signalling systems.  
 

 
One of the underpasses being constructed 
 

“It’s great to see progress the scheme is 
making and work like this clearly 
demonstrates the engineering challenges 
we are working through. 
 

“With benefits not only for 
Northumberland but the wider region, 
every new structure or track improvement 
brings this fantastic scheme closer to 
completion.”  
 

Glen Sanderson, Leader of 
Northumberland County Council 

Progress update and  
look ahead 



  

 

 
 
 

  

Contributing to communities 
 

We want local communities and 
businesses to be actively involved in the 
scheme, providing a sense of ownership 
and pride. We are aiming to foster this 
through a range of initiatives – some of 
the key activities we’ve already 
participated in are listed below.  

- Five construction apprenticeships 
created and more planned. 
 

- 25 weeks of work placements created 
for local people to date. 
 

- Women into Construction programme 
launched in July. 
 

- Targeted programme of local refugee 
support launched in May. 
 

- Workshops and practical 
demonstrations in schools, including 
at careers events.  
 

- Business support workshops. 
 

- £95,000 spent on local businesses 
through our principal contractor 
Morgan Sindall. 

 

We are also planning local history and 
arts initiatives. If you want to find out 
more about any of these activities, 
please get in touch. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Planning update  
 

All planning permissions required for the 
six new stations were received by March 
2022 and in June 2022 the Government 
approved a Transport and Works Act 
Order (TWAO) to authorise the closure 
of level crossings, acquisition and use of 
land as well as further work along the 
line.  
 

There are often a number of conditions 
attached to a planning application 
decision notice that require additional 
information to be submitted to the local 
planning authority for approval before 
construction can start. These conditions 
have now been fulfilled for Ashington 
and Seaton Delaval stations. 
 
Mining and grouting 
 

Before beginning construction, we need 
to make sure that the ground is 
structurally safe by drilling into and 
grouting (filling), where required, 
historic working mines. These works 
began in June 2022 in Backworth and 
will continue at Northumberland Park, 
Seaton Delaval, Bedlington, Chase 
Meadows and Blyth over the coming 
months. Residents living close to the 
works will receive letters in the post 
giving details of what will be happening 
and when.  
 
 
 

Progress update and  
look ahead 

Volunteer day at Dales School, Blyth 



  

 

 
 
 
Northumberland Park 
 

We are currently preparing the 
railway tracks running north of 
Northumberland Park station to be 
able to carry the passenger trains. 
These works have been ongoing in 
Backworth and Seghill. 
 

Work is also underway at the 
underpass near Holywell crossing in 
Backworth. This will see a 
replacement underpass installed 
under the railway line by the end of 
October this year. 
 

Work to construct Northumberland 
Park station will commence later in 
the year, and more details will be 
shared in due course.   
 

Seaton Delaval 
 

Work to construct Seaton Delaval 
station is due to start soon. In 
preparation for this, enabling works 
have already begun, including 
compound set-up and access creation.  
 

The location of the construction 
compound has also meant a new 
temporary public right of way is 
required to keep the public safe. The 
new path runs behind Whytrigg Close 
and directs you to the A192 through 
Wheatridge, replacing the one 
alongside the railway.  
 

The site of Seaton Delaval station is 
also one of the locations where 
grouting is needed to fill in former 
mine workings and to make the 
ground stable. This work is due to be 
completed in mid-September.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Newsham 
 

Works are currently underway to 
create two site compounds by the end 
of September.  
 

The early works phase at Newsham 
has also included the demolition of 
Arden House, to the south of South 
Newsham Road (A1061), to create 
space for the new station and car 
park.  
 

Work to construct the station will 
commence later in the year, and more 
details will be shared in due course.   
 

 
 

 
Site cabins being installed at the site of 
Newsham station 
 
 
 
 
 

Works by station location 



  

 

 
 
 
Blyth Bebside 
 

Work at Blyth Bebside station has 
included clearing the land of 
vegetation ahead of the construction.  
 
Work to construct the station is due 
to start to later in the year, and more 
details will be shared in due course.   
 

Bedlington 
 

There are no works currently 
happening on the Bedlington station 
site.  
 

However, the old Boots building is 
due to be demolished in October, and 
grouting is expected to start later in 
the year. This will be followed by 
construction of the station and new 
car park.  
 

More information will be shared in due 
course and a drop-in information 
event about the demolition will be 
held at East Bedlington Community 
Centre (NE22 7JN) on Tuesday 27 
September from 2pm to 7pm.  
 

Ashington  
 

Initial works at Ashington have 
begun.  This includes the clearance of 
vegetation, surveys to confirm the 
position of buried utilities and setting 
up the site compound. This will be 
followed by the demolition of the 
existing station platform.  
 

These works will necessitate some 
changes to current car parking in the 
area, which have been communicated 
to local businesses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“It is a privilege to be delivering this 
programme as it is clear to me that it 
will deliver a transformational change 
in connectivity that will benefit all the 
communities and businesses along 
the line, as well as those in the wider 
region. 
 
In order to build six new stations and 
undertake extensive modification and 
renewal of the track and signalling 
equipment, which will realise these 
wider benefits, it is inevitable that 
there will be some unavoidable 
localised disruption. In delivering 
significant programmes such as this 
we always look at ways of minimising 
this wherever possible. However, we 
are always receptive to feedback 
which will help us find ways of 
minimising any disruption further.  
 
I look forward to providing more 
updates on the transformation as the 
construction work picks up pace.” 
 

Neil Blagburn, Northumberland 
Line Programme Director   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Works by station location 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 
Upcoming road closures 
 

Church Road, Backworth 
(Holywell Level Crossing) 
 

Half road closures will take place 
overnight (8pm to 5am) on the 
following dates. 
 

 

- Monday 3 October to Tuesday 4 
October. 

 

St Michael’s Avenue, New Hartley 
(Hartley Level Crossing) 
 

Full road closures will take place on 
the following dates. 
 

- 9pm on Saturday 19 November to 
5am on Monday 21 November. 

 

- 9pm on Friday 2 December to 7am 
on Monday 5 December. 

 
 
Station Road, Bedlington 
 

Station Road will be closed to traffic 
between the junction with Melrose 
Villas and the junction with Palace 
Road on the following dates. 

- 8pm on Friday 7 October to 6am 
on Monday 10 October.  
 

- 8pm on Friday 14 October to 6am 
on Monday 17 October.  

 
- 8pm on Friday 21 October to 6am 

on Monday 24 October.  

Drivers will be diverted down Melrose 
Villas and via the B1331 and St John’s 
Road during this time. Pedestrian 
access will be maintained throughout.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Northumberland Line Special 
Service: 29 September 2022 
 

We would like to invite you to join us 
on a Northumberland Line special 
train service to give you chance to 
see the station sites and work 
happening lineside.  
 

We are running two services, 
departing from Newcastle Central 
Station (11:19 & 13:36) and 
travelling north up to Bedlington, 
before returning to Newcastle (13:05 
& 15:01). Unfortunately, we aren’t 
able to run the service up to 
Ashington at this stage.  
 
Our team will be on hand and happy 
to help with any questions you might 
have about the project.   
 

If you would like to join us, please 
confirm by emailing 
rail@northumberland.gov.uk or calling 
0345 600 6400. Spaces will be 
allocated on a first come first served 
basis. 
 
 

“We’re making some fantastic 
progress on this unique, economically 
important scheme to offer a regular, 
reliable rail service for passengers in 
the north east. 
 

“We’ve been upgrading a vital section 
of this route, which will take us one 
step closer to delivering better 
connections, better stations and a 
better service for these valuable 
communities.” 
 

Kieran Dunkin, Principal 
Programme Sponsor for Network 
Rail   

Upcoming road closures 
and your chance to ride 
the line 



  

 

 
 
  

 
Connect with us and keep updated online by signing up at nland.cc/signup. 
Alternatively, scan the QR code on the first page to sign-up to receive the digital 
newsletter monthly.  
 

If you would like to keep receiving hard copies, please let us know by calling 0345 
600 6400 or emailing rail@northumberland.gov.uk.  
 

Up to date information about the project will be included on the scheme website 
www.northumberland.gov.uk/line. 
 

If you would like to get in touch with us to ask any questions, please use the 
details below and we will try to ensure the appropriate person responds to you as 
soon as possible. 
 

 

Connect with us 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/line

